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First Crusade - 1096 — 1099

First Crusade - The People's Crusade

Popular preachers everywhere took up the cry "God wills it!" and urged their hearers to
start for Jerusalem. A monk named Peter the Hermit aroused large parts of France.
Without waiting for the main body of nobles, which was to assemble at Constantinople in
the summer of 1096. Peter the Hermit did survive and eventually led the Crusaders in a
procession around the walls of Jerusalem just before the city was taken.

The Real First Crusade

Recruits came in greater numbers from France than from any other country. They had no

single commander, but each contingent set out for Constantinople by its own route and
its own time.

at
The Siege of Antioch .

Godfrey of Bouillon, Duke of Lorraine, and Tancred, "the mirror of Knighthood," were
among the most noted of the leaders of the different divisions of the army. The expedition
numbered about 700,000 men, of whom fully 100,000 were mailed Knights. Arriving at
Antioch, the survivors captured that place, and then, after some delays, pushed on towards
Jerusalem. The Siege of Antioch had lasted from October 1097 to June 1098,

The Capture of Jerusalem

Reduced now to perhaps one-fourth of their original numbers, the crusaders advanced
slowly to the city which formed the goal of all their efforts. When at length the Holy City
burst upon their view, a perfect delirium of joy seized the crusaders. The first assault made
by the Christians upon the walls of the city was repulsed; but the second was successful,
and the city was in the hands of the crusaders by July 1099, Godfrey of Bouillon and
Tancred were among the first to mount the ramparts. Onec inside the city, the crusaders
massacred their enemies without mercy. A terrible slaughter of the infidels took place. For
seven days the carnage went on, at the end of which time scarcely any of the Moslem faith
were left alive. The Christians took possession of the houses and property of the infidels,
each soldier having a right to that which he had first seized and placed his mark upon.
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2nd Crusade

Second Crusade - 1147 - 1149

The suceess of the Christians in the First Crusade had been largely due to the disunion

amaeng their enemies. But the Moslems learned in time the value of united action, and in
1144 A.D. succeeded in caphuring Edessa, one of the principal Christian outposts in the
East. The fall of the city of Edessa aroused Western Envope to the dan

eer which threatened

the Latin Kingdom of Jerasalem and led o another erusading enterprise.

Second Crusade - The Preaching of St. Bernard

The scenes that marked the opening of the First Crusade were now repeated in all the
countries of the West. The contagion of the holy enthusiasm seized not only barons,
knights, and the common people, which classes alone participated in the First Crusade, but
kings and emperors were now infected with the sacred frenzy. St. Bernard's eloquence
induced two monarchs, Louis VI of France and Conrad HT of Germany, to take the blood-
red cross of a crusader. Conrad {1}, emperor of Germany, was persuaded to leave the
affairs of his distracted empire in the hands of God, and consecrate himself to the defense
of the sepulchre of Christ. Louis VI1,, king of France, was led to undertake the erusade

through remorse for an act of great cruelty that he had perpetrated upon some of his
revolted subjeets,

The Failure of Second Crusade

Second Crusade, though begun under the most favorable circamstances, had an unhappy
ending, Of the great host that set out from Europe, only a few thousands escaped
annihilation in Asia Minor at the hands of the Turks. Louis and Conrad, with the rennanis
of their armies, made a joint attack on Damascus, but had 1o raise the siege after a few
days. This closed the crusade. As a chronicler of the expedition vemarked, "having
practically accomplished nothing, the inglorious ones returned home.™
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Richard the Lionheart

Richard I, better known as "Richard the Lionheart," served as king of England from 1189 to 1199.

Richard was a king of England, later known as the

'Lion Heart', and famous for his exploits in
the Third Crusade, although during his 10

-year reign he spent only six months in England.

Richard was born on 8 September 1157 in Ox ford, son of Henry I1 and Eleanor of Aquitaine.
He possessed considerable political and military ability. However, like his brothers, he fought
with his family, joining them in the great rebellion against their father in 1173. In 1183 his
brother Henry died, leaving Richard heir to the throne, Henry II wanted to
youngest son, John. Richard refused and, in 1189, Joined forces with P
his father, hounding him to a premature death in July 1189.

give Aquitaine to his
hilip IT of France against

As king, Richard's chief ambition was to join the Third Crusade, prompted by Saladin's capture
of Jerusalem in 1187. To finance this, he sold sheriffdoms and other offices and in 1190 he
departed for the Holy Land. In May, he reached Cyprus where he married Berengaria, daughter
of the king of Navarre. Richard arrived in the Holy Land in June 119] and Acre fell the
following month. In September, his victory at Arsuf gave the crusaders possession of Joppa.
Although he came close, Jerusalem, the crusade's main objective, eluded him. Moreover, fierce
quarrels among the French, German and English contingents provided further troubles. After a
year's stalemate, Richard made a truce with Saladin and started his Journey home.

Bad weather drove him ashore near Venice and he was imprisoned by Duke Leopold of Austria
before being handed over to the German emperor Henry VI, who ransomed him for the huge
sum of 150,000 marks. The raising of the ransom was a remarkable achievement. In February
1194, Richard was released. He returned at once to England and was crowned for a second time,
fearing that the ransom payment had compromised his independence. Yet a month later he went
to Normandy, never to return. His last five years were spent in intermittent warfare against
Philip II. While besieging the castle of Chalus in central France he was fatally wounded and

died on 6 April 1199. He was succeeded by his younger brother John, who had spent the years
of Richard's absence scheming against him.
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"he Third Crusade (1189-92)

s frer numerous attempis by the Crusaders of Jerusalem to capture Feypt, Nur al-Din’s forces
| by the general Shirkuh and his nephew, Saladin) seized Cairo in 1169 and forced the
“rusader army to evacuate. Upon Shirkuh’s subsequent death, Saladin assumed control and
campaign of conquests that accelerated after Nur al-Din’s death in 1174. In 1187,

a major campaign against the Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem, His troops
istian army at the battle of Hattin, taking the city along with a large

mount of territory.

\uirage over these defeats inspired the Third Crusade, led by rulers such as the aging Emperor
cederick Barbarossa (who was drowned at Anatolia before his entire army reached Syria),

ing Philip I of France and King Richard I of England (known as Richard the Lionheart). In
eptember 1191, Richard’s forces defeated those of Saladin in the battle of Arsuf; it would be
1e only true battle of the Third Crusade, From the recaptured city of Jaffa, Richard
-established Christian control over some of the region and approached Jerusalem, though he
efused to lay siege to the city. In September 1192, Richard and Saladin signed a peace treaty
hat reestablished the Kingdom of Jerusalem (though without the city of Jerusalem) and ended

e Third Crusade.
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November 27, 1095 : Pope Urban II orders first Crusade

On November 27, 1095, Pope Urban II makes perhaps the most influential speech of the Middle
Ages, giving rise to the Crusades by calling all Christians in Europe to war against Muslims in
order to reclaim the Holy Land, with a cry of “Deus vult!” or “God wills it!”

Born Odo of Lagery in 1042, Urban was a protege of the great reformer Pope Gregory VII. Like
Gregoty, he made internal reform his main focus, railing against simony (the selling of church
offices) and other clerical abuses prevalent during the Middle Ages. Urban showed himself to be
an adept and powerful cleric, and when he was elected pope in 1088, he applied his statecraft to
weakening support for his rivals, notably Clement III.

By the end of the 11th century, the Holy Land—the area now commonly referred to as the
Middle East—had become a point of conflict for European Christians. Since the 6th century,
Christians frequently made pilgrimages to the birthplace of their religion, but when the Seljuk
Turks took control of Jerusalem, Christians were barred from the Holy City. When the Turks
then threatened to invade the Byzantine Empire and take Constantinople, Byzantine Emperor
Alexius I made a special appeal to Urban for help. This was not the first appeal of its kind, but it
came at an important time for Urban. Wanting to reinforce the power of the papacy, Urban
seized the opportunity to unite Christian Europe under him as he fought to take back the Holy
Land from the Turks.

At the Council of Clermont, in France, at which several hundred clerics and noblemen gathered,
Urban delivered a rousing speech summoning rich and poor alike to stop their in-fighting and
embark on a righteous war to help their fellow Christians in the East and take back Jerusalem.
Urban denigrated the Muslims, exaggerating stories of their anti-Christian acts, and promised
absolution and remission of sins for all who died in the service of Christ.

Urban’s war cry caught fire, mobilizing clerics to drum up support throughout Europe for the
crusade against the Muslims. Al told, between 60,000 and 100,000 people responded to Urban’s
call to march on Jerusalem.
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