Semng t:ﬁﬂ Scene In the 1600s, other European powers moved into
the Americas and began building settlements. France, the Netherlands,
England, and Sweden joined Spain in claiming parts of North America.

At first, the Europeans were disappointed. North America did not yiel
vast treasure or offer a water passage to Asia, as they had hoped. Before
long, though, the English and French were turning large profits by growing
tobacco in Virginia, fishing off the North Atlantic coast, and trading fur
from New England to Canada. '

By 1700, France and England controlled large parts of North America

As their colonies grew, they developed their own governments, different
from each other and from that of Spanish America.

Building New France

By the early 1500s, French fishing ships were cressing the Atlantic each
year to harvest rich catches of cod off Newfoundland, Canada. Distracted
by wars at home, however, French rulers at first paid little attention to

- Canada—New France, as they called it. Not until 1608 did Samuel de

Champlain build the-first permanent'French settlemeént in Quebeq Jesuits

and other missionaries, hoping to spread Christianity to Native-Americans

soon followed. They advanced into the wilderness, trying to convert Native
Americans they met.

Slow Growth Helped by Native American allies, French explorers an§1
fur traders traveled inland, claiming vast territory. Soon, France’s Americal

empire reached from Quebec to the Great Lakes and down the Mississipp!
to Louisiana and the Gulf of Mexico.

The population of New France grew slowly. Wealthy landlords owned

huge tracts, or areas of land, along the St. Lawrence River. They sought 5

tlers to farm the land, but the harsh Canadian climate attracted few Frencl
peasants.

‘Many who went to New France soon abandoned farming in favor of

fur trapping and trading. They faced a hard life in the wilderness, but th¢

soaring European demand for fur ensured good prices. Fishing, too; Sup”

ported settlers who lived in coastal villages and exported cod and other
fish to Europe. |

4 {
Government Policy In the late 1600s, the French king Louis X1V sethO‘;l
to strengthen royal power and boost revenues\or income from taxes, I




his overseas empire. He appointe.rd. (?fficzlals to
oversee justice and economic activities 1n New
France. He also sent more settlers.and soldiers to
North America. The Catholic Louis, however, pro-
hibited Protestants from settling in Ne.w .France.
By the early 1700s, French forts, missions, and
trading posts stretched from Quebec to Loulslana. TR i)
Yet the population of New France remalr}ed small f S R
compared to that of the 13 English colonies » AR nAly . R TR
expanding along the Atlantic coast.

The 13 English Colonies

The English built their first permanent colony at
Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607. Its early years were
filled with disaster. Many settlers died of starva-
tion and disease. The rest survived with the help of friendly Native.
Americans. The colony finally made headway when the settlers started

to grow and export tobacco, a crop they learned about from the Indians.
 In 1620, other English settlers, the Pilgrims,* landed at Plymouth,
Massachusetts. They were seeking religious freedom, rather than commer-
cial profit. Before coming ashore, they signed the Maytlower Compact, in
which they set out guidelines for governing their North American colony.
A compact is an agreement among people. Today, we see this document

as an important early step toward self-government. It read:

“We, whose names are underwritten . . . having undertaken
for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Christian
Faith . . . a voyage to plant [a] colony in the [Americas] . . .
do enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws . . .
as shall be thought most [fitting] and convenient for the
general Good of the Colony.”

| —Maytlower Compact

Many Pilgrims died in the early years of the Plymouth colony. Local
Indians, however, taught them to grow corn and helped them survive in

the new land. Soon, a new wave of Puritan immigrants arrived to establish '

the Massachusetts Bay Colony.

Growth In the 1600s and 1700s, the English established 13 colonies. Some
¥1ke Virginia and New York, were commercial ventures, organized for prof-
It. Others, like Massachusetts, Pennsvlvania, and Marvland, were set up as
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Growth In the 1600s and 1700s, the English established 13 colonies. Some,
like Virginia and New York, were commercial ventures, organized for prof-
it. Others, like Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, were set up as
havens for persecuted religious groups.

Geographic conditions helped shape different ways of life in the New
England, middle, and southern colonies. In New England, many settlers
were farmers who transferred to North America the village life they had
enjoyed in England. In parts of the South, there emerged a plantation
economy based on tobacco, rice, and other crops.

Like New Spain, the English colonies needed workers to clear land and
raise crops. A growing number of Africans were brought to the colonies
and sold as slaves. In several mainland colonies, enslaved Africans and

 their descendants outnumbered people of European descent.

Government Like the rulers of Spain and France, English monarchs
asserted control over their American colonies. 'I;Eg_iappointed royal gover-
nors to oversee colonial affairs and had Parliament pass laws to regulate
Clonial trade. Yet, compared with settlers in the Spanish and French
Clonies, English colonists enjoyed a large degree of self-government. kach

— - —_— T
*P”grims were a band of English Puritans, a Protestant group, who rejected the practices

*the official Church of England.




colony had its own representative assembly
elected by propertied men. The assemblies
advised the royal governor and made decisions
on local issues.
The tradition of consulting representative
assemblies grew out of the English experience.
| Beginning in the 1200s, Parliament had played
\| an increasingly important role in English aftairs.
Slowly, too, English citizens had gained certain
legal and political rights. England’s American
colonists expected to enjoy the same rights.
| When colonists later protested British policies
) In North America, they viewed themselves as

“freeborn Englishmen” who were defending
their traditional rights.




