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Discussion Questions:  The Lost Battalion
1. What is “digging in?”

2. What does “over the top” mean?

3. Why didn’t the infantry carry machine guns into battle?

4. Many of the American soldiers were obviously immigrants.  Where were some of them from?  Why were there no African American soldiers?

5. How much experience did most of the soldiers have?  How did they feel about each other at the beginning of the movie?  At the end?

6. In the first half of the movie, when the captain was giving the Lieutenant a pep talk before the first battle, why did the Lieutenant seem so surprised that the Captain told him to go “10 yards at a time?”

7. Why did the Major tell the private to burn coffee grounds before the German attack?

8. What is the significance of the artillery shooting coming form behind the troops?

9. What went wrong when the American’s fired at the Germans from the base camp?  Why didn’t they know the coordinates of their own battalion?

10. Why was the Major so adamant about covering the dead American soldiers’ bodies?

11. Explain what he meant when the Major said, “Life would be a lot simpler if we could chose our duties and obligations.  But, we cant.  And, we shouldn’t.  That’s why I’m here.”

12. Several times throughout the movie, the General referred to “acceptable losses.”  At the end of the movie, the General said, “We broke through the German line because you held on.  You had 600 men out here, I sent 20,000 into action.  I had to live with that.”  What are acceptable losses?  Do you agree with the General or the Major?

