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Chapter 11 - World War I
The Beginning
In June 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian throne, visited the Bosnian capital Sarajevo. As the royal entourage drove through the city, a Serbian nationalist stepped from the crowd and shot the Archduke and his wife Sophie. Ferdinand’s death set in motion a series of events that culminated in the world’s first global war, also known as The Great War. 

Austria-Hungary issued an ultimatum demanding that Serbia bring the assassins to justice. While this is an understandable expectation, it is not common for one country to tell another country what to do. In light of that, the Serbian government rejected the ultimatum. Austria-Hungary expected the rejection, and used it as a pretext to launch a limited war against Serbia. On July 28, 1914, Austria-Hungary declared what was expected to be a short war on Serbia. 

Bound by treaty to Serbia, Russia announced the mobilization of its very large army in defense of Serbia. Russia also announced this would take 6 weeks to complete. Germany, allied to Austria-Hungary, viewed the Russian mobilization of troops as an act of war on Austria-Hungary. Without warning, Germany declared war on Russia on August 1. On August 3, Germany also declared war on Russia’s ally: France. The German military focused first on capturing the French capitol of Paris. The shortest route to Paris was to go through Belgium (see map page 375). On August 2, Germany asked Belgium’s permission to cross through their country. The next day Germany received an answer: no! So on August 4, Germany invaded Belgium on its way to Paris. The last country to enter the war was Great Britain. The British were bound to both France and Belgium by treaties and, therefore, declared war on Germany on August 4. The Great War had begun. 
	Another name for World War I
	

	Explain the term “alliance” and how it contributed to the start of the war.
	


[image: image1.jpg]



On August 4, 1914, Germany invaded Belgium, following a strategy known as the Schlieffen Plan. The Schlieffen Plan called for using 90% of Germany’s army against France. Because Russia stated that it would take six weeks to mobilize its troops, Germany was convinced that if France was defeated before Russia was ready, then Britain and Russia would be unwilling to carry on the fight. In that case, Germany could turn all its forces toward Russia and defeat them. 

The fight in France did not go as planned for Germany. Both sides struggled to gain control. A system of fighting called trench warfare was put into practice. Trench warfare is defensive-style warfare where both sides dig ditches in long rows, using the dirt they take from the ground and piling it up to make a barrier between them and the enemy. The trenches of one side face the trenches of the other, much like standing at opposite ends of a football field, each side digging a hole in the end zone, then facing each other from the hole. The area between the trenches was called no man’s land. This area was heavily defended by machine guns and riflemen on both sides. No man’s land was often riddled with land mines and barbed wire, as well as corpses and the wounded soldier who were not able to make it back to their own trenches. 

Life in the trenches was dreary and uncomfortable. Trenches were only wide enough for two people to pass and they provided little shelter from bad weather. One soldier described the trenches: 
“Nothing to see but bare mud walls, nowhere to sit but on a wet muddy ledge; no shelter of any kind against the weather except the clothes you are wearing; no exercise you can take in order to warm yourself.” 

Disease often affected the soldiers. One of the most common was trench fever. The fever was caused by a bug bite. The victim would run a high fever and develop a rash. If not treated, death due to high fever was a possibility. Many of the soldiers had lice, so the potential for getting the fever was high. 

Employing trench warfare meant that armies were fighting for mere yards of ground at a time. Soldiers would have to charge through no man’s land to reach enemy lines. This style of fighting continued for over three years. 

	Schlieffen Plan
	

	Characteristics of trench warfare
	



In 1914, most Americans saw no reason to join a struggle 3,000 miles away. The war did not threaten American lives or property. This did not mean, however, that individual Americans had no opinion on who would win the war. Public opinion was strong – but divided. 

Millions of naturalized U.S. citizens followed the war closely because they still had ties to the nations from which they had emigrated. For example, many Americans of German descent sympathized with Germany. However, many Americans felt closer to Britain because of the common ancestry and language. When Germany invaded Belgium they attacked civilians, destroyed villages, cathedrals, libraries, and even hospitals. American magazines began to refer to Germany as “the bully of Europe.”

The main reason for favoring the Allied Powers, however, was an economic one. American trade with Britain and France was more than double its trade with Germany. During the first two years of the war, the Allies flooded American manufacturers with orders for all sorts of war supplies. The Untied States shipped millions of dollars of war supplies to the Allies, but requests kept coming. 
	What factors increased American sympathy for the Allies?
	



As fighting on land continued, Britain began to make more use of its naval strength. It blockaded the German coast to prevent weapons and other military supplies from getting through. However, the British considered food a military supply. Any American ships carrying goods for Germany refused to challenge the blockade and seldom reached their destinations. Germany found it increasingly difficult to import food and fertilizer for crops. By 1917, famine stalked the country. An estimated 750,000 Germans starved to death as a result of the British blockade. 

Germany responded to the British blockade with a counter blockade. The Germans had a submarine called a U-boat. These U-boats began to patrol the waters around Britain. Any British or American ship found would be sunk – and it would not always be possible to warn crews and passengers of the attack. One of the worst disasters occurred on May 7, 1915, when a U-boat sank the British liner Lusitania off the southern coast of Ireland. The ship sank in less than 18 minutes. Of the 1,195 persons lost, 123 were Americans. The Germans defended their action on the grounds that the liner was carrying ammunition for the Allies. Despite Germany’s explanation, Americans became outraged with Germany because of the loss of life. American public opinion turned against Germany and the Central Powers. 

On January 31 German leaders announced that U-boats would sink all ships in British waters – hostile or neutral – on sight. President Woodrow Wilson was stunned. The German decision meant that the Untied States would have to go to war. The president decided he would wait for an actual “over act” before declaring war. He got his wish. First was the Zimmerman note, a telegram from the German foreign minister to the German ambassador in Mexico that was intercepted by British agents. The telegram proposed an alliance between Mexico and Germany and promised that if war with the United States broke out, Germany would support Mexico in recovering “lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona.” On April 2, 1917, President Wilson delivered his speech resolving America to go to war. 
	Explain why the United States entered the war
	



World War I was the first time in American history that the United States sent soldiers abroad to defend foreign soil. Once war was declared, the army attempted to mobilize the troops very quickly. The fatigued British and French troops, who had been fighting since August 1914, sorely needed the relief offered by the American forces. In May 1917, General John J. Pershing was designated the supreme commander of the American army in France, and the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF) were created. The United States was not prepared to go to war. Only 200,000 men were in service when war was declared, and few officers had combat experience. Drastic measures were needed to build an army large and modern enough to make an impact in Europe. To meet the government’s need for more fighting power, Congress passed the Selective Service Act in May 1917. The act required men to register with the government in order to be randomly selected for military service. By the end of 1918, 24 million men had registered under the act. Almost 3 million of those who registered were called to service. Most of the inductees had not attended high school, and about one in five was foreign-born. 


American infantrymen were nicknamed doughboys, possibly because of the white belts they wore, which they cleaned with pipe clay, or “dough.” These doughboys were trained for approximately eight months. During this time the men put in 17-hour days on target practice, bayonet drill, kitchen duty, and cleaning up the grounds. Since real weapons were in short supply, soldiers often drilled with fake weapons – rocks instead of hand grenades, or wooden poles instead of rifles. 
	Do you believe the country needs the Selective Service Act? Why or why not? 
	


Pershing and his staff soon realized how ill-prepared the United States was to transport large numbers of soldiers and necessary equipment to the front, where supplies, rations, equipment, and trained soldiers were all in short supply. In order to find a way to transport these goods over thousands of miles of ocean, the U.S. government took three crucial steps. First, the government exempted shipyard workers from the draft. Second, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce tried to publicly emphasize the importance of shipyard work. Third, the government took over commercial and private ships and converted them for transatlantic war use (including cruise ships and German ships that had been captured).
Since German U-boat attacks on merchant ships in the Atlantic were a series threat to the Allied war effort, the Americans convinced the British to use the convoy system (see page 383). This system used destroyers to escort merchant ships back and forth across the Atlantic in groups. By fall of 1917, shipping losses had been cut in half. Of the almost 2 million Americans who sailed to Europe during the war, only 637 were lost to U-boat attacks. 
	Significance of the convoy system
	


The battlefields of World War I saw the first large-scale use of weapons that would become standard in modern war. Although some of these weapons were new, others, like the machine gun, had been so refined that they changed the nature of warfare. The two most innovative weapons were the tank and the airplane. Together, they ushered in the era of mechanized warfare, or warfare that relies on machines powered by gasoline and diesel engines.
Both sides in World War I used new technology to attack more soldiers from greater distances than ever before. Aircraft and long-range guns were even used to fire on civilian targets – libraries, cathedrals, and city districts. The biggest guns could shell a city from 75 miles away. Meanwhile, airplanes were built to travel faster and carry heavy bomb loads. By 1918, the British had built up a strategic bomber force of 22,000 planes with which to attack German weapons factories and army bases. 

Using the graphics on pages 384-385, fill in the chart below. 
	New Weapon
	Notes on the weapon and its uses

	Machine Gun
	• Increased firepower to 600 rounds per minute

	Airplane
	

	Anti-Aircraft Gun
	

	Poison Gas
	

	Tank
	


Winning the war was not a job for American soldiers alone. Because World War I was such an immense conflict the entire economy had to be refocused on the war effort. The shift from producing consumer goods to producing war supplies was too complicated and important a job for private industry to handle on its own, so business and government worked together in the effort. 
In 1917 the War Industries Boards (WIB) was created in order to encourage companies to mass-produce goods in order to increase efficiency. It also encouraged them to eliminate waste. The WIB was not the only federal agency to regulate the economy. The Fuel Administration monitored coal supplies and rationed gasoline and heating oil. In addition, many people adopted “gasless Sundays” and “lightless nights” to conserve fuel. In March 1918, the Fuel Administration introduced another conservation measure: daylight savings time, which had first been proposed by Benjamin Franklin in the 1770s as a way to take advantage of the longer days of summer. 
To help conserve and produce food, Wilson set up the Food Administration under Herbert Hoover. Instead of rationing food, he called on people to follow the “gospel of the clean plate.” He declared one day a week “meatless,” another “sweetless,” two days “wheatless,” and two other days “porkless.” Restaurants removed sugar bowls from the table and served bread only after the first course. 
Your job is to design an ad campaign to urge people to help produce and conserve food for the war effort. See page 390 for an example of a wartime poster that encouraged Americans to conserve resources.
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Once the government had extended its control over the economy, it was faced with two major tasks: raising money and convincing the public to support the war. To popularize the war, the government set up the nation’s first propaganda agency. Propaganda is a king of biased communication designed to influence people’s thoughts and actions. The agency created thousands of paintings, posters, cartoons, and sculptures promoting the war. 
The propaganda campaign was highly effective. However, while the campaign promoted patriotism, it also inflamed hatred and violations of the civil liberties of certain ethnic groups and opponents of the war.
 Attacks on civil liberties erupted as soon as war was declared. The main targets of these attacks were Americans who had emigrated from other nations, especially those from Germany and Austria-Hungary. Many Americans with German names lost their jobs. Orchestras refused to play the music of Mozart, Bach, and Beethoven. Some towns with German names changed them.  Schools stopped teaching the German language, and librarians removed books by German authors from the shelves. 
In June 1917 Congress passed the Espionage Act, and in May 1918 it passed the Sedition Act. Under the Espionage and Sedition Acts a person could be fined up to $10,000 and sentenced to 20 years in prison for interfering with the war effort or for saying anything disloyal, profane, or abusive about the government or the war effort. These laws were clearly a violation of the purpose of the First Amendment. Robert Goldstein was convicted and jailed under the Espionage and Sedition Acts for making a film called The Spirit of ’76. The film allegedly portrayed the British – one of America’s allies – in an unflattering light. Goldstein received a ten-year prison sentence and a $5,000 fine.
	Main targets of anti-immigrant hysteria
	


	RELATE TO TODAY:

What similarities do you see between World War I hysteria and the reaction in the United States after 9/11? Be specific.
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Important changes transformed the lives of African Americans and women during the war. About 400,000 African Americans served in the armed forces. More than half of them served in France. African American soldiers served in segregated units and were excluded from the navy and marines. Most African Americans were assigned to noncombat duties, although there were exceptions. 

In concrete terms, the greatest effect on the First World War on African Americans’ lives was that it accelerated the Great Migration, the large-scale movement of hundreds of thousands of Southern blacks to cities in the North. This population shift had already begun before the war in the late 19th century, when African Americans tickled northward to escape the increasingly racist South. Although the migrants faced many challenges in the North, the new location did offer an escape from sharecropping, lynching’s, and racial discrimination. One man wrote to a friend back in Mississippi: “I just begin to feel like a man… I don’t have to humble to no one. I have registered. Will vote in the next election.”

While African Americans began new lives, women moved into jobs that had been held exclusively by men. They became railroad workers and cooks, dockworkers and bricklayers. At the same time, women continued to fill more traditional jobs as nurses, clerks, and teachers. 
 Although women were not allowed to enlist, the army reluctantly accepted women in the Army Corps of Nurses, but denied them army rank, pay, and benefits. Meanwhile, some 13,000 women accepted noncombat positions in the navy and marines, where they served as nurses, secretaries, and telephone operators, with full military rank. 

President Wilson acknowledged, “The services of women during the supreme crisis have been of the most signal usefulness and distinction; it is high time that part of our debt should be acknowledged.” While the acknowledgement of that debt did not include equal pay for equal work, it did help bolster public support for women’s suffrage. In 1919, Congress finally passed the Nineteenth Amendment, granting women the right to vote. 

Explain how each of the following groups benefited from or was disadvantaged by these changes.
	Changes Brought About
	by the War

	African Americas
	

	Women
	

	Immigrants
	



Not all Americas enthusiastically supported the war. About 3,500 men obtained an exemption as a conscientious objector, or person who opposes warfare on moral grounds. A smaller number simply refused to cooperate with the military in any way. While these men held fast to their convictions, their reasons for objection varied. Often conscientious objectors point to the Bible which says, “Thou shalt not kill.” Approximately 500 objectors were court-martialed and imprisoned. 
	Do you believe American citizens should be allowed to claim “conscientious objector” if drafted? Explain your reasoning.
	



In 1917, Russia’s government was overthrown and the new government pulled the country out of the war. Germany then shifted its army away from Russia and focused entirely on France. By May they were within 50 miles of Paris. The Americans arrived just in time to help stop the German advance. Several weeks later, the Americans played a major role in pushing the Germans back. The tide had turned against the Central Powers. By September, U.S. soldiers began to mount offensives instead of merely defending territory. 

On November 3, 1918, Austria-Hungary surrendered to the Allies. That same day, German sailors mutinied against government authority.
 The mutiny spread quickly. Everywhere in Germany, groups of soldiers and workers organized to revolt against the government. On November 9, the revolution succeeded in forcing the keiser to give up his throne. At 11 a.m. on November 11, 1918 – the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month – an armistice (truce) was signed with Germany and a ceasefire took effect. A ceasefire is used to prohibit hostilities until a formal end to the war can be reached. 

On January 18, 1918, even before the war had ended, President Wilson delivered a speech before Congress. In it he laid out his Fourteen Points, or his plan for world peace. President Wilson believed these Fourteen Points were issues that had to be addressed in order to prevent another war. Among the issues were boundary changes, freedom of the seas, and trade among nations. The fourteenth point called for the creation of an international organization to address diplomatic crises like those that had sparked the war. This League of Nations would provide a forum for nations to discuss and settle their grievances without having to resort to war.

The peace conference to formally end the war would take place in Paris, France. According to custom, both sides should be present to discuss peace. However, this peace conference did not include the defeated Central Powers. Nor did it include Russia, which had withdrawn from the war and was now under the control of a Communist government. Instead, only four nations worked out the treaty’s details: the United States, Great Britain, France, and Italy. Most of Wilson’s Fourteen Points were ignored. And he agreed to give them all up so long as the last point, the creation of the League of Nations, was accepted. 

The Treaty of Versailles officially ended World War I. Nine new nations were created, including Poland, Czechoslovakia, and the kingdom that later became Yugoslavia. The treaty also shifted the boundaries of many nations. Germany, in particular, was hit the hardest. The treaty barred Germany from maintaining an army. It also required Germany to pay reparations, or war damages, amounting to $33 billion to the Allies. Unfortunately, there was no way Germany could pay the huge amount to the Allies. Germany was in ruin and would have enough trouble trying to provide for its own people. Finally, it contained a war-guilt clause forcing Germany to admit sole responsibility for starting World War I. 

This treatment of Germany weakened the ability of the Treaty of Versailles to provide for a lasting peace in Europe. In essence, Germany felt humiliated. When Wilson returned to the United States to promote the treaty, many Americans also argued that the terms of the treaty were too harsh. Among these was Herbert Hoover, who argued that the treaty would lead to economic consequences that would continue to pull Europe down instead of aiding their recovery. 

In order for the treaty to be accepted in the United States, Congress had to ratify, or approve, of the treaty. The main issue in the Senate was the League of Nations. A few opponents believed that the League threatened the U.S. foreign policy of isolationism and were afraid the U.S. might be pulled into war on behalf of another country. The treaty was never ratified by Congress and a separate peace treaty with Germany in 1921. The United States never joined the League of Nations, attending meetings merely as an observer.

Appalled by the scale of destruction, Americans began to call World War I “the war to end all wars,” in the hope that humanity would never again be willing to fight such a war. However, unresolved issues in Europe would eventually drag America into an even wider war. The Treaty of Versailles had settled nothing. In fact, some Europeans longed to resume the fight. One angry veteran of World War I, an Austrian named Adolf Hitler, wrote: “It cannot be that two million [Germans] should have fallen in vain… No, we do not pardon, we demand – vengeance!”
	Why didn’t the Treaty of Versailles provide for a lasting peace?
	


Using your resources, match the dates and events below and write them in chronological order in the table.
   EVENT







DATE
1.________________________________

_________________________

2.________________________________

_________________________
3.________________________________

_________________________

4.________________________________

_________________________
5.________________________________

_________________________
6.________________________________

_________________________
7.________________________________

_________________________
8.________________________________

_________________________
9.________________________________

_________________________
Dates

















August 1, 1914





August 3, 1914





August 4, 1914





July 28, 1914





May 7, 1915





June 28, 1914





German U-boat sinks Lusitania





Germany declared war on France





Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia





Archduke Franz Ferdinand assassinated by Serbian nationalist





Germany declared war on Russia





Germany invaded Belgium





January 18, 1918





President Wilson delivers Fourteen Points speech before Congress





November 11, 1918





Armistice signed with Germany to force a ceasefire





November 3, 1918





Austria-Hungary surrenders to the Allies








� Individual rights, such as freedom of speech and religion, as guaranteed by law. In the United States these rights are spelled out in the Bill of Rights.


� A mutiny is a rebellion against authority, usually among sailors.





